Retinoic acid syndrome--cardiac complication.
Retinoic acid syndrome is a novel complication of therapy with all-trans retinoic acid (ATRA) in patients with acute promyelocytic leukemia (APML). Primarily the syndrome consists of fever and respiratory distress. Additional features include weight gain, oedema over lower extremities, pleural or pericardial effusion and hypotension. We report electrophysiological changes in a 16 year old patient with acute promyelocytic leukemia following treatment with ATRA. Such an unusual complication is a rarity and to the best of our knowledge has not been previously reported.